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Alexander Lee
Staff Reporter
   
   Welcome one, welcome all to 
Westminster High School’s an-
nual International 
Night, hosted by 
your very own In-
ternational Am-
bassador’s Club 
and sponsored by 
Spanish teacher 
Sheila McDaniel. 
   This year’s amuse-
ment had the 
theme of Interna-
tional Carnival. 
   Within the walls 
of Westy, the Inter-
national Ambas-
sador’s Club has 
done an outstand-

ing job of plan-
ning and hosting 
this event. It was 
filled with many 
different varieties 
of cultural foods 
such as Asian 
cuisine, Spanish 
cuisine, etc. Of 
course there were 
also carnival type 
foods such as:  
hot dogs, pret-
zels, cake, pop 

International Carnival: 
International Night 2013

and the average concession food. 
Overall, the foods were very pleas-
ing. 
   This year, to add a little spice 
into International Night, they had 

extra games, activities, and priz-
es! For example, there was face 
painting, Maria Nunez’s amazing 
fortune telling, 
an entertaining 
balloon artist, a 
mine field, a hu-
man board game, 
and much more. 
As usual, there 
were spectacu-
lar performances 
from Westy’s Step 
Team, a cultural 

Thai Dance, a mysterious magi-
cian, and the Colorado Asian Cul-
tural Heritage Center Lion Dance 
Troupe. 
   We give a BIG shout out to Mc-

Daniel for being an awe-
some sponsor for making 
all of this happen, and to 
senior Luna Ly, president 
of International Ambas-
sador’s Club, for her last 
year with us and her spec-
tacular leadership skills, to 
junior Susane Moua, vice-
president of International 
Ambassador’s Club, for her 
outstanding organization, 
to the staff and faculty, to 
the custodians, to NHS, as 
well as everyone who came 
and supported this fantas-
tic event. We couldn’t have 
done it without you. 

   Come one, come all to Interna-
tional Carnival! 

Luna Ly
Staff Reporter

   Congratulations to junior Luis 
Acosta, a Texas native, and re-
cent transfer to Westminster High 
School at the beginning of the 
school year, for qualifying for state  
speech competition in March and 
nearly qualifying for nationals on 
Saturday, April 6. 
   Despite being new to CHSAA 
rules and regulations, Acosta has 
done an exceptional job in Speech 
and Debate in the event, National 
Extemporaneous Speaking. He 
qualified and participated in state 
in late March, and then, nearly 
qualified for nationals on Satur-
day, April 6. 
   National Extemperaneous 
Speaking, also known as “NX” 
in the National Foreniscs League 
(Speech and Debate), is a rigor-
ous event that calls for research, 
research, and more research. Par-
ticipants of NX must read news on 
a daily basis, keep up with current 
U.S. affairs, and have the ability 
to publicly speak in front of their 
judge about their chosen topic 
within 25 minutes. 
   At typical tournaments, NX par-
ticipants draw three topics relating 
to current U.S. affairs. They then 

select one and are given approxi-
mately 25 minutes to prepare for 
their speech. It is recommended 
to bring news articles, magazines 
and laptops with saved articles in 
order to find data and statistics re-
garding the topic. A target time for 
the speech is seven minutes, and 
the most anyone can talk for is ten 
minutes. 
   For being a “newbie,” Acosta 
has surely raised the standard of 
participating in the Westminster 
High School Speech and Debate 
Team and will lead next year’s par-
ticipants. Based on his work and 
awards this year, it is highly pre-
dicted that Acosta will make it to 
both state and nationals again next 
year. 

Shining speech 
and debater: 

Luis Acosta on the rise

WATCHING OVER THE PACK:  The art department and several art students unveiled a special mural in the gym at the recent pep assembly. 
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Luna Ly
Staff Reporter

   The letter has arrived and as you 
hastily tear at it to read of your ac-
ceptance- or rejection- status, it 
says, “Thank you for applying,” and 
your heart drops to the floor, but 
you still read the rest, “but we are 
holding you off on the wait-list for 
admission to class of 2017.”  What? 
   As a wait-listed applicant to 
Emory University, I have done a 
lot of research in order to get off 
that undesirable wait-list. What 
it means to get wait-listed is that 
there is a large pool of applicants, 
and you would have been accepted 
if there wasn’t such a large pool of 
applicants. They are holding you 
off from getting admitted because 
the numbers of that university’s 
freshman class varies and there is 
a maximum for how many can be 
admitted. While it is a good thing 
that you have not been flat-out 
rejected, there is also a floating 
cloud of possible rejection and it 
also means that you were not first-
choice, you were second-choice for 
admission. 
   If that university or college is 
your first-choice, then you bet-
ter make it loud and clear to the 
counseling admission officers and 
personnel. In order to do that, high 
school counselor Lauren Previdi 
recommends looking at colleg-
eboard’s website at professionals.
collegeboard.com. However, there 
are many other ways to get noticed 
by the admission counselors in or-
der to get accepted. 
   Write a letter of intent to the 
counselor responsible for your 
state. The letter should have three 
paragraphs. The first paragraph 
should be about your interest in 
the university, why you applied and 

why you can see yourself attending 
as a freshman in fall 2013. The sec-
ond paragraph should be a modest 
blurb about yourself, your leader-
ship, your achievements, your ac-
complishments and why you are 
a strong candidate. Remember to 
stay modest and honest. While it is 
a session to brag about yourself, it 
is ideal to stay humble. The third 
paragraph should be closure and a 
thank you for reading and consid-
ering you as a candidate and future 
student at the university. 
   Don’t get an alumni to write you 
any letters of recommendation, 
or to call them and pull strings. 
That, to the admission counselors, 
is a desperate act and is usually 
frowned upon. They are stressed 
out as is and having an alumni call 
to get you off that wait-list may 
tick them off and irritate them 
even more. 
   But just to be on the safe side, 
prepare paperwork and necessary 
documents for any other university 
you have been admitted to already. 
While you can keep praying and 
wishing, it might not happen and 
you may be stuck waiting a semes-
ter to start college because your 
paperwork was not ready. Don’t let 
that be you; be prepared for any un-
foreseeable future events regarding 
school and college! Make sure you 
are ready for the final rejection let-
ter, if it happens. And if you are 
still rejected, just know that it is up 
to you to make the best out of your 
education. Whether you attend a 
community college or a four year 
institution, remember that you are 
still making an important step in 
your future and you will get there, 
no matter how long it takes as long 
as you have the character and mo-
tivation to try. Good luck seniors 
and freshmen, sophomores, and 
juniors, take note!

The wait-list games

The College Corner
Luna Ly
Staff Reporter

   The hallways of Westy are filled 
with the undead and sleep-de-
prived zombies as students stress 
over managing their lives in and 
outside of school. For college-
bound or jobless seniors, building 
a neat resume by participating in 
sports, excelling at grades, joining 
a club, volunteering, previous job 
experiences and great recommen-
dations are imperative at this point 
in their lives. This month of May, 
seniors will be taking important 
steps towards their futures. How 
did they do it? Whether it was bab-
ysitting, volunteering, working, 
or homework, some students at 
Westy live extraordinary lives that 
require a lot of time management 
skills. Here are some tips that they 
provided for others who are strug-
gling with keeping up in school, or 
in life:
   1.  Find a system that works 
for you! If you are involved with 
Student Government, National 
Honors Society, LINK, take three 
AP classes, and work at the Ham-
burger Stand, but forgot to pick up 
your brother after soccer practice, 
then you definitely need a system. 
Put reminders in your phone or 
iPod. Use the school agenda. Buy 
a calendar and write down impor-
tant dates ahead of time. Or be like 
Shengh Xiong, 12, and leave sticky 
notes everywhere. 
   2.  Plan ahead. Senior DeAndra 
Cross utilizes her off hours to her 
advantage to work on homework, 
and also, manipulates block sched-
uling to avoid procrastination. For 
teal days, do silver homework and 
on silver days, work on your re-
maining teal homework. 
   3.  Get your homework done on 
Friday night, so you have all week-
end to hang out, relax and sleep. 

   4.  Keep your room and back-
pack clean. Color coordination 
is ideal and studies have shown 
that when organizing school 
supplies, associate a color with 
a subject so that you’ll never get 
confused with what to take out 
for the next day (if you use the 
same backpack for both teal and 
silver days), and so that you’ll be 
able to identify that class folder 
or binder easier. Rachel King, 10, 
has a binder for every class. Set 
aside 30 minutes a week to clean 
out your backpack and get rid of 
unnecessary school work. Ide-
ally, get rid of worksheets before 
notes. ALWAYS KEEP NOTES. 
Make sure to keep your room 
clean or else you’ll end up “hav-
ing a reunion” with lost items 
like sophomore, Zach Asmussen.
   5.  Keep your guilty pleasures 
away. Senior Mireya Gloria is 
addicted to Netflix, but attempts 
to stay away from it by staying 
away from the TV and comput-
er. Facebook addicts, get your 
friends to change your password 
for you. If they love you, they 
will refrain from telling you your 
new password no matter how 
much you beg them. 
   6.  “FOCUS,” said junior Han-
nah Acevedo. Especially when 
taking AP, IB and concurrent 
enrollment classes! You have to 
put effort into organizing your-
self and finding a system that 
works for you. If none of these 
tips work, then try something 
else. For example, if you’re a tac-
tile learner, make sure you write 
reminders down. Maybe sticky 
notes would be ideal versus an 
auditory learner who needs to 
record themselves. For auditory 
learners, definitely consider car-
rying a tape recorder to record 
notes and reminders to tape back 
for later reference. 

Time management

Rachel Blake
Staff Reporter

Students have two options to re-
cover credit in summer school.

Option 1:  Intensive, 37th 
Week Summer School Session 
for students who have complet-
ed approximately 70% of their 
learning targets in a core class 
(literacy, math, science, or social 
studies) can take an “intensive” 
summer school session that 
lasts 7 days. Students are only 
required to attend school until 
all learning targets are complete. 
Dates:
June 4-June 6 and June 10-13 
from 8:00-1:30 each day.
Registration until May 31
Cost:
$50.00
Refunds:  Complete course cost 
will be refunded if the student 
completes the level before the 
end of the school year on May 
31, 2013. The registration fee 
may also be applied to another 
class the student needs to com-
plete as well.

Option 2:  Online Summer 
School Session for students 
who have completed approxi-
mately 50% of their learning 
targets in a core class, and can 
complete the level in an online 
class.
Dates:  June 4- June 28 from 
8:00- 12:00 each day. (NO Fri-
days)
Cost:  $130.00
Registration until May 31, but 
act now because spots fill up 
quickly.  See your counselor, 
teachers, or Ms. Wilson for in-
formation.

Can you spot the 
differences in these 

two photos? 
Answers on page 8!

Game created by Miracle Lewis
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Isaiah Santistevan
Staff Reporter

   It is only a few weeks before school’s out! Many students are counting 
down the days til they have an amazing summer. To some, however, 
this is a huge slap in the face. 
   For these kids, they may be behind on classes or credits to graduate. 
Not only that, but with the CBS system switching again, they need to 
get on track. There are some options for those who very behind. You 
can go to online summer school or 37th Week to recover credits.  See 
your counselor for more details. 
   Also, are you a fall athlete that competes in football, soccer, volleyball, 
cross country or any other extracurricular activities? If so, you should 
definitely make sure you are eligible at the end of this school year. If 
you’re not eligible this year, you will not be able to compete in that 
activity for several weeks. Be sure to check with all your teachers and 
make sure all your grades are up and passing. 

Jose Cuevas
Staff Reporter

   “Is it not written in your law ‘I have said you are gods?’” -Jesus Christ. 
   Every life form on earth is divine, is it not? Then, how come so many people at Westy treat each 
other as if they were trash?
   “Rude people can change their ‘habits’,” commented Tina Falconer, a biology teacher at our 
school, who has witnessed inappropriate behavior between students, such as name calling, etc. 
Falconer believes that anyone can change by learning from one another.
   This behavior goes beyond the school building; such is the case on busses. There tends to be 
a group of people that try to be funny without realizing how mean they sound, not to mention 
that disciplining this type of behavior can be difficult.
 “It’s hard to deal with rude behavior,” said senior DeAndra Cross. It is our responsibility to 
combat these low habits of hurting people in order to feel better.  It is important because this is 
our school.
   Thankfully, there are a few outstanding individuals, such as junior Victor Vazquez, that know 
that others need to be treated with respect and kindness (do unto others as you would want 
done unto you). There are many people like Vazquez that are simply well-rounded and brilliant 
students because they aid others in need, without expecting anything in return. 
   Trina Northcott, a math teacher at our school, has noticed Vazquez’s actions, but also, the ac-
tions of others that are not as respectful. “It would be nice if students were a bit more respectful,” 
Northcott commented, after discussing a few of the crude actions that some students commit in 
order to attempt to gain social acceptance from “friends.”
   “Holding onto anger is like grasping a hot coal with the intent of throwing it at someone else; 
you are the one who gets burned.” -Buddha. 
   Let’s be honest, when things aren’t going that great, we tend to take it out on others, like 
a self-destructive sequence that hurts everything around it while destroying itself. This is not 
blasphemy (the most brilliant minds have said so), it is the truth: we are gods, so why not treat 
each other like it? Respect each other’s divinity and make your life easier by being kind to one 
another, in order to live in peace. 

Jonatan Rendon
Staff Reporter

   Have you ever cut your pinky finger?  
You might think, oh, no big deal, I don’t 
use it much. Then, the next day, you go 
to lift a box, and pain shoots through 
your pinky, and you see that you never 
realized how important your pinky is 
until you hurt it. 
   Life is like that, even the smallest 
things hurt. Maybe you lost a necklace, but that necklace has a meaning 
and has a story.  Or someone goes away just for awhile.  Weeks go by, 
and you miss her smile, then more weeks go by, and you miss her pres-
ence. Then months go by, but you know she will be back in the next two 
months, and it still hurts.
   Or, what if you had to face a loved one getting sick and attached to a 
machine that keeps them breathing? Then, you ask the doctor why can’t 
you help her anymore?  Such events make you think how much time do 
we have? Because the last time you said, “bye,” it might just be for awhile 
or a final goodbye. So, don’t take anything for granted.  Appreciate love. 

Monica Lopez
Staff Reporter

   High school is already known for being stressful because of changes you go through, dramatic events, and 
grades. It’s ironic how stress can cause bad grades and bad grades can cause stress. If you are stressed with 
things out of school like family issues, a job, or even friends, that can take a effect on your grades. Some stu-
dents dig themselves into a hole, meaning a student won’t do work for awhile and will have to work hard to 
catch up with their class. Everyone goes through stress, you are not alone! 
   Getting good grades is hard work, but in the end, it is worth the work. Education is very important, but so 
is keeping a balance in life and staying healthy. There needs to be a balance in your life, spending time with 
family and friends, eating healthy, and relaxing. If there is a big important test and you study really hard for 
it, after the test, make some time to relax. Everyone has different ways to relax, it might just be taking a nap, 
going out with some friends, or even catching up on your favorite television shows.
   Release the stress you have, you are not in control of what happens. You cannot control the teacher or when 
you want your test, but you are in control of how prepared you will be for the test. 
   Life will go on after high school, stress will always be lurking around, but you just have to learn to cope. 
Just know you can get help from your fellow teachers, counselors, and your parents if you are overwhelmed 
by school, or just life.

Wolf Pride Policy Statement:

The Wolf Pride is created by the students of the newspaper staff at Westminster High School in accordance with the guidelines 
established by the Colorado Revised Statutes 22-1-120 (Rights of Free Expression for Public School Students) when limiting 
expressions which are libelous, obscene, or otherwise unacceptable.  The opinions expressed in this publication are entirely those 
of the students involved and are not intended to reflect the opinions of the school administration and staff, the school district, or 

other officials.

School coming to an end                  Rudeness

Stress and grades are hard to handle, but a balanced life helps

Appreciate love

Drawing by Jose Cuevas
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Hailey Ottosen
Staff Reporter

   Nowadays, beauty is determined by the “likes” that you get on a Facebook picture. Have 
you ever really thought about how stupid this joke called society is sometimes? 
   We live in a world that is run by looks and everything is skin deep. You have to be society’s 
idea of beautiful. Society can be cruel and shallow. If you’re the ideal image of beauty, the 
world is basically yours, and if not, you will be reminded constantly about your flaws and 
imperfections. Isn’t that getting  a tad ridiculous? 
   Why should these things even matter? Looks are important, but this going a little bit too far. 
People can say that it doesn’t bother them, but who wants to be society’s definition of ugly? 
No one wants to have that label. 
   Maybe this is the reason that people do not feel good enough, because they are made to feel 
awful. People need to start thinking about the effects of society on people and maybe this 
issue shouldn’t matter as much as it does.

  Karina Barraza
  Staff Reporter 

  “I promise to be friends forever,” but really, let’s face it, once high school starts until 
high school ends, friendships are lost and friendships are gained. You lose friends for 
the better, and sometimes, for the worse. How do you deal with losing a friendship? 
Why did the friendship even end? These types of questions will be asked, but don’t 
over analyze it. Don’t think about the past, it just makes you feel worse. 
   It may not be your fault or anybody’s fault. Sometimes friendships end because of 
lack of communication, because rumors happen, or just because you stopped trying, 
or maybe because you realized you were into different things than your friend. Losing 
a friendship might make a big impact in your life, or maybe only a small one that can 
be overlooked. We do go to a big school, and you may not see your friends as much 
or you don’t talk anymore. No big deal, just message them on Facebook or on Twitter 
and re-connect with your friends. 
     Of course losing a best friend is hard, and impossible to replace within the next 
week. A best friend is someone who you can trust, who supports you, and doesn’t 
judge you, someone who you know will be honest with you, and lead you to the right 
path, someone who you can be yourself around without putting a up a front, someone 
who knows you like the palm of their hand. This takes more time to get over. It means 
more, it’s a bigger deal, so the misunderstanding is a bigger deal. It is hard when the 
misunderstanding gets in between your friendship, but there are better ways to deal 
with it than to start a “he said, she said” war. Remember this person knows everything 
about you, and it is better to keep it between you both. 
   Dealing with losing a friendship/best friend is hard, and it happens to all of us. 
Instead of feeling sorry for yourself, just think of the positive things and that you’re 
moving on to better and greater things for yourself. 

Rachel Blake
Commentary Editor

   Two seniors look back on how they have changed over the four years of high school.
How would you describe yourself your freshman year of high school?
Alexis Campbell:  “I was quiet, I got all As.”

Mireya Gloria: “I didn’t really know what was right, or what was wrong.”

How would you describe yourself now that you’re a senior?
Campbell:  “I’m louder, more outgoing, and I don’t care what people think of me. I’ve grown 
and realize now that school is important, and you can’t put it off.”

Gloria: “I’m more independent, I’ve learned to balance fun and school. I’m also proud be-
cause I’m going to CSU, and that makes me feel like I’ve finally made it.”

How students change

Looks in society               Friendship changes

Mariela Hernandez
Entertainment Editor
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                  
   You better redneckegnize! The TLC reality show, “Here 
Comes Honey Boo Boo” has become a huge craze since first 
airing in August of 2012. 
   The show revolves around a seven-year-old child beauty 
pageant participant Alana “Honey Boo Boo” Thompson 
and her family. Her family includes her mom, June “Mama” 
Shannon, dad, Mike “Sugar Bear” Thompson, three sisters, 
a niece, and a pig named “Glitzy.”
    The family was first on TV while filming an episode of 
“Toddlers & Tiaras,” but TLC producers quickly saw that 
there was nothing ordinary about this southern family. 
   On the hit reality show, it shows Honey Boo Boo and 
her family going through their usual day which may seem 
pretty lame, but you can’t take your eyes off the television 
screen. Their wild and crazy lifestyle attracts people by the 
millions. 
   Americans are obsessed with reality TV, although there’s 
nothing really “real” about it, but after you watch, “Here 
Comes Honey Boo Boo” you see that this wholesome fam-
ily has nothing to hide, and it makes the show worth watch-
ing. 
   If you’re ever bored at home, give this show a shot, you 
might be surprised how easily you get hooked on it!

“Here Comes 
Honey Boo 

Boo”
Freshman Angel Dominguez
How was your freshman year?
“It went by  really fast, and I 
thought it was a great experience 
because I got to see and meet new/
old friends.”
How did you expect high school to 
be?
   “I expected it to be a stereotypical 
school with jocks everywhere.”
What would you change about this 
year?
   “I would change the people that I 
would hangout with because most 
of them make stupid choices.”

Sophomore Aaliyah Limas
What was your favorite memory of high school this year?
   “My favorite memory of sophomore year was joining 
student government and getting close with my class, es-
pecially working on the homecoming float.”
What do you have planned for next year?
   “Next year I plan on getting more involved and join 
LINK, and trying to make a good example for the in-
coming freshmen.”
What did you expect high school to be like?
   “I expected high school to be scary. I expected there 
to be people like the people Mean Girls, because movies 
make high school seem like a scary place.”

Junior Sarah Whittlesey
What was your favorite high school memory this year?
   “My favorite memory was the Friday night performance be-
cause we killed it, and the crowd was great!”
What would you change about the school?
   “I would change that seniors and juniors get open campus if 
they have good grades and attendance.”
What advice would you give to other high school students?
   “The advice I would give is to work hard and get involve.d”

Layout by Isaiah Santistevan

Advancing to the next grade

 Photos and interviews by Brayan Verduzco Ochoa
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Hayley Lokken
Staff Reporter

   What do you think of when you hear Las Vegas? Playing cards? 
Poker? Drinking? Parties? Glitter? A “no teenager zone?” 
   Although Las Vegas is known for its rich party atmosphere and 
free-for-all feel, there are some lesser known attractions that the 
whole family can enjoy.
   The Mandalay Bay Hotel and Casino is also home to a shark reef 
that is home to many different marine species. Just to name a few, 
there are manta rays, crabs, jellyfish, sea turtles, and of course, 
many different kinds of sharks.
Another great stop for families is M&M World, near the MGM 
Grand Hotel and Casino. This is a four floor store filled with any-
thing M&M-related that you could possibly imagine. They have 
everything from M&M T-shirts and jewelry to customizable 
M&Ms.  Everyone feels like a kid in a candy store when they are 
exploring this chocolate-themed wonderland, no pun intended.
   Finally, for all of the adrenaline junkies, there are quite a few 
thrill rides along the Las Vegas Strip. Atop the Stratosphere Hotel 
and Casino there are two rides that are pretty intense even for 
the biggest thrill seekers.  One ride is very similar to the Tower of 
Doom here in Denver at Elitch Gardens. Not only are there rides, 
but you can also bungee jump off of the tower. In addition to the 
Stratosphere, the New York, New York Hotel and Casino also has 
a roller coaster with many upside down turns.
   For the most part, Vegas is still mainly geared towards adults, 
but if you know where to look, even teenagers can have a good 
time.  

Vegas Baby!
Put some $ in your 
pocket this summer!

Grounds
   The Grounds Crew at Water World is the grunt squad. They do 
the hard work around the park, and make sure that the park is 
looking perfect. Their job includes cleaning tables in the shelters 
and cabanas, sweeping up trash around the park, and replacing the 
trash cans when they get full. While it may sound dull, it means 
that you get to meet a lot of new people and have a blast working at 
the biggest and best waterpark in America. This is the most lenient 
age group, starting at age 14.

Guest Team
   The Guest Team is another 
vital part of the park staff. 
Their role is to greet the 
guests and make them feel 
welcome at the park. They 
check bags at the front en-
trance, rent out and collect 
inner tubes, and work cash 
registers. To be eligible for 
these positions, and for ev-
ery other one as well, you 
need to be someone who is 
friendly, and also, willing to 
help others out whenever 
necessary.  For Bags and 
Tubes, the age requirement 
is 15, and Cashiers need to 
be 16.

Cody Magerfleisch
Business Manager 

Wondering what to do with your summer? Wanting to make some good money doing 
a simple job?
Then Water World is for you! Here’s a few of the jobs that high school students can do:

Food Service
   The Food Service Team is the team 
that prepares the food to sell in the 
various food stations and restau-
rants in the park. While they not 
only have to uphold a standard of 
the finest food in the waterpark in-
dustry, they also need to maintain 
the park’s high cleanliness stan-
dards. The minimum age for Food 
Service is 16.

Lifeguards
   The Lifeguard Team at Water World is the group of able teenagers who watch over and 
protect the guests in the pools and attractions, as well as run most of them. All Lifeguard 
applicants have to complete the NASCO lifeguard training course prior to employment at 
the park. There are three different jobs a lifeguard can have: they can be a Waterpark At-
tendant, which is a simple form of being a lifeguard. The Beach Guard Team is what you 
would expect; they are the ones that jump into the pool and save people who are in need 
of assistance. The Instructor Team teaches swim lessons at the Hyland Hills public pools 
in the area, and will be routinely rotated through them. They must also pass a Hyland 
Hills swim lesson instruction training program. The minimum age for these occupations 
is 16.

Perks
   There are several perks a Water World employee gets. They have their own 
Season Pass, they can buy up to 20 discounted tickets (50%), and they get 
a 50% discount on food. If any of the previous jobs sounded good to you, 
make sure to pick up an application at the Admin Building (opposite the 
main gates of WW). We hope to see you this summer!   

Fashion must-haves!

Gisselle Burgos
Staff Reporter

For the ladies ...
-fun heart-shaped, bright-colored and 
cat-eye sunglasses
- cute hats, fedoras, baseball caps
-bright-colored clothing
-pastel colors
-high-waisted shorts
-tribal prints
-sundresses
-flowy skirts
-crop tops
-mixing patterns
-gladiator sandals

For the gentlemen ...

-blazers with tanks underneath 
-rolled-up pants, above ankle
-cargo shorts
-Toms
-sandals
-sunglasses
-beanies
-tank tops
-Converse
-Social Collision jeans
-Diamond Supply, Trukfit, 
Modern Amusement,Blvd Sup-
ply, etc ...

Leads
   The Leads at Water World are 
your supervisors, your bosses, 
and your friends. Leads instruct 
employees on how to do their 
job, and how to do it well, as 
well as help out when needed, 
ask you to do little extras, and in 
some cases, assign you to your 
job per your schedule.

Photo by Hayley Lokken

Evelese Vigil
Centerspread Editor 

Summerwear for ladies: 
1. Shorts 
2. Tube tops
3. Skirts 
4. Bikinis 
5. Flip flops and 
sandals 
6. Sneakers
7. Strap shirts 

Cute for summer



Photos by Evelese Vigil

                      Cesiah Guadarrama, Grade 12
“I was at the bottom of the stairs, and as I walked up, 
friends of Chengleny were holding signs, each one 
that had reasons why he loved me, including separate 
letters on each flight that spelled PROM. At the top, 
he was singing and playing the guitar to “Favorite 
Girl” by Justin Beiber, but changing the word favor-
ite, to prom.”

                                                     Tiffany Phaimany, Grade 12
“I was in Mr. Wood’s class listening to the announcements when 
Johnny Chang’s friends, Jake Cameron and Johnny Yang, walked in 
with a stereo playing, “Only You” by Matthew Jones, and following 
behind was Johnny Chang holding cupcakes that said, will you go to 
prom with me?”

                                                                             Jordan Miller, Grade 12
“A friend, named Nhi, had taken me outside to the parking lot where I found 
Loc Trang holding flowers.  As I walked up to hug him, he said turn around, 
and I saw balloons in the windows spelling out Prom Jordan?”

           Marisa Gallardo, Grade 11
“I walked into class and saw a lot of se-
niors standing around with smirks on 
their faces, as the song, “Gotta Be You” 
by One Direction was playing.  I started 
looking around, and out of nowhere, Ir-
ving Cruz was standing there with flow-
ers.”

                                                      Leo Degenstein, Grade 12
“I was walking down the hall, and I went into Ms. Curlee’s class-
room.  I decided to open up the closet to see my handsome reflec-
tion in the mirror, and I knew I had to ask myself to prom.”

                                                   Teryn Weidmann, Grade 12
“On Easter, out in the park, Bredan stood there holding a basket of 
Easter eggs that said, will you go to prom with me?”

Asked to prom
stories 

Interviews and pictures by Alex Trujillo
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Answer to the puzzle on page 2

The final senior project
Interviews and photos by Saida Escobedo

Senior Alex Alarid 

What’s your topic?
“Senior slide show.”
How far are you?
“Almost done.”
How did you get the idea?
“I’m the senior class historian, so I’m just doing my job.”
What are you enjoying?
“Seeing a bunch of pictures.”
What’s hard?
“Getting people to send pictures.”

Senior Ricky Hassan

What’s your topic?
“The tradition called 
Ramadan.”
How far are you?
“I haven’t started yet.”
How did you get the idea?
“I’m Muslim.”
What are you enjoying?
“Editing.”
What’s hard?
 “Interviews.”

Senior Susana SantaCruz 

What’s your topic?
“Single parents.”
How far are you?
“I haven’t started.”
How did you get the idea?
“Because my mom is a single parent.”
What are you enjoying?
“Nothing yet.”
What’s hard?
“Interviews.”

Senior Eliel Villa

What’s your topic?
“Animal abuse.”
How far are you?
“I haven’t started.”
How did you get the idea?
“The list the teacher gave us.”
What are you enjoying?
“Finding information.”
What’s hard?
“Looking at the pictures.”

Mariela Hernandez
Entertainment Editor

   About 1 in 5 teenagers are suffering from depression in the United States. You may be depressed if you 
are feeling sad, have a feeling of worthlessness, loss of interest, or are simply down in the dumps. 
  Why do teens get depressed in the first place? There are many triggers that cause depression such as: 
school, social status, sexual orientation, family issues and sometimes there’s no reason at all. Don’t feel 
stupid if you can’t find the reason behind your depression because it happens to a lot of us. 
  As Will Smith once said, “Parents just don’t understand.” Understatement of the year, huh? It might feel 
like your parents are the last people you want to talk to about how you feel, but they might have the advice 
you’re looking for. Your parents were once teenagers(believe it or not), and they have more experience, 
so they know what you’re going through. Just remember your parents are the people you can probably 
trust the most.
  When you’re depressed, it can feel like no one understands. However, depression is far more common in 
teens than you may think. You are not alone, and your depression is not a hopeless case. 
  Over the past 50 years, depression has become more common and is now recognized at increasingly 
younger ages. As the rate of depression rises, so does the teen suicide rate. If your feelings become so 
overwhelming that you can’t see any solution besides harming yourself or others, you need to get help 
right away. If talking to a stranger might be easier for you, please call the national suicide hotline at 1-800-
273-TALK to speak in confidence to someone who can understand and help you deal with your feelings. 
  Even though it can feel like depression will never go away, it eventually will and with proper treatment 
and healthy choices, that day can come even sooner. Don’t be a teen suicide statistic, beat depression and 
live the happy life you deserve.

Don’t worry, be happy

MonicaLopez
Staff Reporter

   No matter how far away summer seems, its’ right at our 
doorsteps. Summer, a time to blow off steam, a wonderful 
time to get outside and explore or just enjoy the fresh air. But 
we cannot forget how important it is to keep safe during the 
summertime, including remembering the smallest things like 
sunscreen. Being safe doesn’t mean you can’t have fun, it just 
means you need to take more precautions.
   As the sun beats down on your face during the summer, you 
should think of putting sunscreen on. We are all growing up 
and need to take more care of ourselves. Make sure you drink 
more water than usual in the summer because being dehy-
drated is no fun! Just keep a water bottle with you while you 
explore downtown or hang out at the park. Our bodies will 
thank us for taking care of ourselves when we are older.
   Blowing off steam does not mean to do reckless things that 
cause injury to others or yourself. There are plenty of things to 
do without making bad decisions.  Sign up for yoga or Zumba! 
Both are very fun, healthy, and you relieve a lot of stress. Stay 
active throughout the summer:   join a club, get involved in 
church, volunteer, plan a family trip, or plan trips with friends 
to get frozen yogurt. 
   Don’t catch cabin fever, stay safe, and just have fun! 

Sunblock
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Ricky Hassan

Susana SantaCruz
Eliel Villa

Senior Janet Hernandez

What’s your topic?
“Obesity.”
How far are you?
“I have to put it all together.”
How did you get the idea?
“It is a popular topic.”
What are you enjoying?
“Nothing.”
What’s hard?
“Interviews.”

 Janet Hernandez

Senior Alex Panyachith
What’s your topic?
“STDs.”
How far are you?
“Pretty far into the video.”
What are you enjoying?
“Seeing people’s shocked faces.” 
What’s hard?
“Recording everything.”

Alex Panyachith
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Dear Mama Cub,
I just told my crush how 
I feel about him, and it 
felt like a huge load off my 
shoulders. He told me that 
he would think about it. We 
started talking more and 
even hung out more often, 
which was great. As always, 
bad things happen to me, 
and I found out he was just 
leading me on because he 
told me, “I’m not looking for a 
relationship right now.” I felt like 
he stabbed my heart multiple 
times; it was the worst feeling in 
the world. How can someone talk 
and care about you like you were 
their world, and then they rip 
you out of their life like an old, 
ugly, sticker they got for using a 
coupon at the dollar store? Most 
importantly, how do I get over 
him because every time that I see, 
hear, or even think about him, I 
just want to break into tears. 
Sincerely,
Down in the Dumps

Savannah Murray
Editor-in-Chief 
Features Editor

   Vans Warped Tour is a string of 
summer concerts that travels all 
around the United States that runs 
from June 15 through August 4. 
Warped Tour is your one stop for 
seeing all of your favorite bands in 
one place, on one day. 
   For Colorado, this year’s Warped 
is centered at Sports Author-
ity field at Mile High on June 30. 
Tickets are $35.00 and can be 
purchased on the Warped website 
(vanswarpedtour.com, then click 
on the “Tour Dates” tab to select 
the Denver date) or at a Walmart 

Tony Esquivel
Staff Reporter

   If you’re a big fan of the XXL 
Magazine like me, then you must 
know what the XXL Freshman 
Cover is. 

   If you don’t know what the XXL 
Magazine is or what the XXL 
Freshman Cover is, they are sim-
ply where they show rap/hip hop 
artists of the time that are getting 
the most buzz.  They are mostly 
known for the XXL Freshman 
Cover, this is the part of the maga-
zine that shows underground rap-
pers or new rappers that are trying 
to get heard, and the only way to 
get on the cover is by people, or 
fans, voting for you, and there are 
only 10 spots. 
   The first Freshman Cover was 
made in 2008, and the first per-
son on the cover was Lupe Fias-
co.  There were other people, but 
they’re all no names, if you ask me.       
   The cover has had some of hip 
hop/rap’s explosive artists on the 
cover, like B.o.B, Wale, Cory Gunz, 
Ace Hood, Kid Cudi, Jay Rock, 
Kendick Lamar, Yelawolf, Meek 
Millz, Big K.R.I.T, Macklemore, 
Machine Gun Kelly and Hopsin. 
   Currently, on this year’s cover, 
XXL broke the rules by adding an 
11th person on the cover, when 
there were only supposed to be 
featuring 10. But people are say-
ing that this year’s cover is the best 
with people like Ab-Soul, School-
boy Q, Joey B, Action Bronson, 
Angel Haze, Trinidad James, Log-
ic, Kirko Bangz, Travi$ Scott, and 
Dizzy Wright, and the guy who got 
the 11th spot was Chief Keef.
  

   Now some people are mad that 
Chief Keef got this spot, but he al-
ready had the spot before the vot-
ing started, and the editor’s didn’t 
know if they should give it to him 
since he was in jail at the time. I 
truly don’t care because I’m not a 
fan of his music, but I’m happy that 
all members of Black Hippy have 
been on the Freshman Cover and 
that Dizzy Wright got be on it, too.

Colt D. Uland
Staff Reporter

   Today, a lot of people know the 
term “punk rock”. Although they 
know the words, however, many 
kids and adults are unaware of the 
origins and the people involved 
with the music. One of the major 
godfathers of punk, along with the 
rest of The Ramones, was legend-
ary guitarist Johnny Ramone.

   Ramone (real name- John Cum-
mings) was born on October 8, 
1948 in Long Island, New York. 
His at times tumultuous upbring-
ing by his father played a huge role 
in Ramone’s controversial person-
ality, politics, and guitar style. As 
a teenager, he was described as a 
greaser by his friends, and listened 
to bands like Iggy and the Stooges, 
the New York Dolls, and the MC5. 

   After high school, he was a major 
troublemaker, doing things such 
as dropping TV sets from rooftops 
in front of people to see their re-
actions. He once went to a Beatles 
show in New York, to which he 
brought a bag of rocks to throw at 
the Beatles just to see what would 
happen. How’s that for punk?
   After what he said was two years 
of acting out, he had a reality check 
which prompted him to change his 
lifestyle. In his words, “I was just 
walking down the street one day 
and it just hit me. I just thought 
‘what am I doing here? Is this why 
I’m here’? After that I put all the 
things I was doing to a stop. It was 
probably 2 minutes that it hap-
pened, and I was a totally different 
person.”  Ramone was also known 
for being one of the few conserva-
tives associated with punk, and had 
a reputation for not being afraid to 
turn a blind eye to the idea of be-
ing “po-
l i t i c a l l y 
correct .” 
A g a i n , 
how’s that 
for punk 
rock?
   Later, 
he met 
D o u g l a s 
Colvin (later Dee Dee Ramone, fu-
ture bassist in The Ramones) while 
delivering dry cleaning, which was 
his job at the time, and they discov-
ered they were into the same kind 
of music. They started hanging out 
often to talk and listen to rock and 
roll albums, and they soon became 
close friends. In 1974, Johnny and 

Dee Dee went to a pawn shop and 
bought guitars to start a band.
   Later in that year, they completed 
the line-up of the band with Jef-
fry Hyman and Thomas Erdelyi, 
and called themselves The Ra-
mones, along with changing their 
last names to “Ramone” (Hyman 
became Joey and Erdelyi became 
Tommy).

   Ramone played quite different-
ly than any other guitarist at that 
time, though. Because of his lim-
ited musical skill (due to learning 
how to play in his early twenties) 
he refrained from playing flashy 
solos like the other bands at the 
time, sticking to a simple, chord-
based style. What was most no-
table about his playing was that 
he played with all down strokes, 
which was seen as “poor tech-
nique” at the time, because it is 
much more difficult than play-
ing up and down.  This technique 
would later be named “buzzsaw 
guitar” because of the heavier 
sound it provided. Even though 
“skilled” guitarists criticized his 
playing, his stripped down style 
appealed to many beginning gui-
tarists, and gave him an incredibly 
unique tone that became the clas-
sic guitar sound for punk rock.

   Ramone maintained his buzzsaw 
guitar style throughout the exis-
tence of The Ramones, and along 
with Joey he remained in the band 
until its dissolution in 1996. Dur-
ing and after The Ramones’ career, 
his guitar sound has been influen-
tial to a multitude of musicians in 
many genres. He has be cited as a 
major influence by Slash of Guns 
n’ Roses, Kirk Hammet of Metal-
lica, contemporaries Joe Strummer 
and Mick Jones of The Clash, Kurt 
Cobain and Dave Grohl of Nirva-

na, Chris 
Cornell of 
Soundgar-
den, all the 
me mb e rs 
of Green 
Day, Hen-
ry Rollins 
of Black 
Flag, Lars 

Fredricksen and Tim Armstrong 
of Rancid, Eddie Veder of Pearl 
Jam, The Strokes, and countless 
others. 
   Although he died of cancer in 
2004, his totally original style lives 
on in the guitar sound of punk 
rock, alternative, metal, and hard-
core punk.

Dear Down in the Dumps,
You should brush him off your 
shoulders, ignore him and pretend 
like nothing happened. It’s a sign 
that you guys weren’t meant to be 
together. Being led on is hard, and 
it hurts, but you should know it’s 
not your fault that it didn’t work 
out. It’s his loss because he doesn’t 
know what he is missing out on. 
He might not be ready and that’s 
fine. At this age, not everybody is 
ready to be in a relationship, and 
that’s totally okay. When you see 
him coming your way, just ignore 
him, or smile at him, and act like 
you don’t care, and that’s when he 
will know that he lost something 
worth keeping because you’re stay-

ing strong. To get over 
him, you should hang 
out with your friends 
and change your routine 
up to do something dif-
ferent to get your mind 
off things, and stay posi-
tive. Most importantly, 
don’t break down in tears 
for someone who didn’t 
want to fight for you, it’s 
not worth it. I hope it all 
works out for you be-
cause everyone deserves 
the best for themselves. 
Sincerely,
Mama Cub

or Kroger location. Doors open 
at 11:00 a.m., but get there earlier 
to get in the gates before the early 
bands play. 
   At this year’s Warped, you can 
catch bands like 3OH!3, Allstar 
Weekend (this will be one of All-
star Weekend’s last shows as Allstar 
Weekend before going on indefinite 
hiatus), Forever the Sickest Kids, 
Action Item, Tonight Alive, Bowl-
ing for Soup, Chiodos, The Used, 
The Summer Set, GOLDHOUSE, 
Sleeping With Sirens and countles 
other bands in varying genres.   
    Warped Tour is the perfect sum-
mer event to hang out with your 
friends, and see and meet your fa-
vorite bands!

Ask Mama Cub for advice

    XXL          
Magazine

Warped Tour Johnny Ramone
legendary punk guitarist

As told by Karina Barraza
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Bridger Wingate
Staff Reporter
  
   Well, it seems as if Scary Movie 
V will be the worst thing ever to 
come out of Hollywood since A 
Haunted House. I’m surprised 
that’s not a coincidence. Well, 
now that summer is approaching, 
I decided to do a special list of the 
top 10 most anticipated movies 
of the summer. MY most antici-
pated. 
10. Grown Ups 2……nah, I’m just 
joking. I despise that being made. 
The real #10 is Pain and Gain….
yes, seriously. It actually doesn’t 
look bad, and it looks good. Now, 
Michael Bay has had an iffy track 
record, expect for The Rock (the 
movie, not the guy)…..that is 
awesome….but not as awesome 
as Con-Air, but this time….it 
might work.
9. Fast and Furious 6. I like cars. 
I like hot women. This movie has 
both of them. And the last one 
was the best in the series, so we’ll 
see if this can outdo that.
8. Monsters University.  I hate 
Cars 2…..actually, hate would be 
an understatement. Ever since 
that putrid rat dropping came to 
theaters, I thought Pixar was in 
trouble. Then came Brave, it was 
better….but not as good as UP. 
But hope still lies in Monsters 
University, the prequel to Mon-
sters, Inc. If this isn’t good at all, 
then Finding Dory is in a lot of 
trouble.

7. This is the End. What do you get 
when you combine Seth Rogen, 
James Franco, literally almost ev-
eryone else that’s been in a Judd 
Apatow film, and 2012 (the film)? 
This movie. It doesn’t only look 
funny, it…..looks…..funny. Yeah, 
this is a comedy through and 
through. 
6. The Great Gatsby. Baz 
Luhrmann’s Romeo + Juliet is….
interesting. I applaud the fact that 
Baz tried to incorporate the origi-
nal Shakespeare story into mod-
ern times. But it can get a little 
ridiculous. Like in the opening 
scene where there’s a gun battle at 
a gas station…..I was truly baffled. 
But, hey he directed the musical 
where they used other songs and 
somehow rejuvenated movie mu-
sicals…so this could work.
5. The Lone Ranger. I don’t know 
why I keep seeing Johnny Depp in 
movies being either produced or 
directed by Jerry Bruckheimer and 
Tim Burton…and yes, it would 
be a cash cow if the three of them 
worked together. I just know. In 
this movie (directed by Rango di-
rector, Gore Verbinski), based on 
the TV series, a sheriff and a Na-
tive American must work together 
to stop somebody…who must 
have something to do with trains. 
Wow, the trailer didn’t spoil the 
whole plot. AMAZING.
4. Pacific Rim.  ROBOTS VERSUS 
MONSTERS. 
3. Man of Steel: The Dark Knight 
and Watchmen are two of my fa-

Savannah Murray
Editor-in-Chief
Features Editor
 
   After two years of anticipation, 
teasers, and a webcam midnight 
premiere, pop rock fans around 
the globe can jam to The Summer 
Set’s brand new album, Legendary. 
   Despite previous C+ ratings, The 
Summer Set redeems themselves 
with their A+ summer album. 
   The first track on Legendary is 
the single titled “Maybe Tonight,” 
and was released as a music video 
a few months prior to the release of 
the album.  “Maybe Tonight” was 
the perfect way to open the album; 
it’s uplifting, and inspiring. Maybe 
this time, The Summer Set will get 
it right.
   Following “Maybe Tonight,” are 
the summer jams “Boomerang” 
and “Lightning In A Bottle.”  “Boo-
merang” is a dancy name dropper, 
featuring celebrities like Jay-Z, Be-
yoncé, DaVinci, and James Dean. 
“Boomerang” is a song that anyone 
of any age can dance to, as proved 
by The Summer Set’s lyric video 
for the song where an old man is 
dancing to the tune. “Lightning 

The Summer Set

Cody Magerfleisch
Business Manager

Summer Concerts: 
Mayhem Festival, 2013

Rob Zombie
Rob Zombie is a musical artist and 
an amateur movie director, hav-
ing completed nearly five studio 
albums and directed six movies. 
He was also one of the founding 
members of hard rock band White 
Zombie.
Five Finger Death Punch
This thrash outfit, based in Los 
Angeles, California, has released 
three studio albums, The Way of 
The Fist, War is the Answer, and 
American Capitalist. They have a 
fourth album on the way. 
Battlecross
Battlecross is a “Blue Collar Thrash 
Metal” band from Detroit, Michi-
gan. Their discography is a single 
album, Pursuit of Honor, as well as 
a few singles, one of them a cover 
of Pantera’s “Hostile.”
Emmure
Emmure is a metal/deathcore band 
out of Queens, New York. They 
have released six albums, includ-
ing their most recent ones Speaker 
of the Dead(2011), and Slave to the 
Game(2012).
Amon Amarth 
Amon Amarth is a Swedish death 
metal band. They, along with Rob 
Zombie and Five Finger Death 
Punch, are headlining the upcom-
ing Rockstar Mayhem Festival.

Mayhem  2013

Tony Esquivel
Staff Reporter

   Gears of War Judgement was a 
cool and fun game if you ask me. 
Anyway, it was a prequel, tell me 
one game that had the best pre-
quel... no, not Halo Reach it sucked, 
and it wasn’t as good as Halo 1, 2, 3, 
or 4, or maybe ODST.
   The game was really entertaining 
and did have a lot of information 
on what the main people on Gears 
did before they all met up except 
Cole and Baird were already to-
gether. You might even hear some 
voices that you recognize.
    It also did offer a little challenge 
by adding somewhat of a side mis-
sion that explains the story a little 
more, but if you decide to do the 
side mission, you may have to use 
a certain type of weapon.
    Overall, I thought it was a cool 
game besides the multi-player that 
has a bunch of “No Lives,” but the 
horde mode was also fun.   

Bridger Wingate
Staff Reporter

   Gears of War: Judgment SUCKS. 
You know what I thought before 
I started this game? “Geez, I can’t 
wait to play new Gears of War 
adventures with characters that I 
adore.”  But then, it started.  
   One of the many cons is a weak 
story and characters. I remem-
ber in Gears of War that Cole and 
Baird had personalities. Cole was a 
smooth talking soldier who want-
ed a taste of war. Baird was the 
cocky wise-guy. This game doesn’t 
seem to take those personalities 
with them. Yeah, it was cool to see 
them back, but it just didn’t seem 
the same. Oh, and those two other 
soldiers? A Russian and a whiny 
girl, that’s what you’re going to re-
member about them. Another con 
is weak gameplay and adapting an 
arcade style of play. It ticked me 
off so much that each mission was 
like an opportunity to unlock the 
better campaign…..The campaign 
that was 1 HOUR LONG. 
   It seems as if this game isn’t worth 
$60. It’s worth $20. So, wait until it 
goes on sale for $20, because this 
game is worth exactly the price I 
gave it. Thanks, People Can Fly…..
you suck.

Hailey Ottosen
Staff Reporter

   Although TJ Bell is just a bass-
ist, he plays a much bigger role 
in Escape the Fate. Formerly, he 
was in Get Scared and Motion-
less in White. Bell joined Escape 
the Fate in early 2011 after get-
ting kicked out of Motionless in 
White. As stated in an Under the 
Gun Review Bell left Motionless in 
White to cover bass for Escape the 
Fate without any warning and was 
in constant arguments with the 
members of the band. 
   Right after his departure of Mo-
tionless in White he began his rise 
to fame in Escape the Fate.  Since 
Bell conjoined with ETF along 
with Michael Money, their journey 
to making a comeback, has begun. 
Bell has made a huge impact in 
ETF and inspired a heavier sound 
as well as bringing them back into 
action. 
   There are many arguments 
against Bell and many think he is 
bad for Escape the Fate, but when 

Gears of War Judgement: Good or 
bad?vorite superhero films of all time. 

Superman Returns sucks. Fast for-
ward to today, where the three will 
collide in Man Of Steel. Director 
Zack Snyder and producer Chris-
topher Nolan re-imagine the Su-
perman legend with a more mod-
ern take (sound familiar?) on the 
superhero. And Michael Shannon 
as Zod. That’s pretty awesome.
2. Iron Man 3. Begin Marvel Phase 
Two. Starting with Iron Man 3, the 
Marvel Avenger Universe will be-
come a bigger part of The Avengers 
2, with sequels to Captain America 
and Thor (and that one metal guy, 
Steel Man?), and a whole new uni-
verse in the Guardians of the Gal-
axy. This is more than a three-quel. 
Oh, and this movie looks great.
1. Star Trek Into Darkness. Like 
Iron Man 3, this is anticipated 
for more than just one reason. JJ 
Abrams could truly prove himself 
as a legit director of the next Star 
Wars movie, by directing a sequel 
to Star Trek. What a situation. This 
sequel to Star Trek (2009), looks 
darker than the first, by bringing 
in a new villain played by Benedict 
Cumberbatch (of Sherlock fame, by 
the way you should totally watch 
that if you have the time), and 
IMAX 3-D, which will make the 
screen darker…oh wait, that’s Real 
D 3-D….whoops.
Well, that’s the list. I hope you guys 
have a great summer.
This article is dedicated to the vic-
tims of the Boston Marathon at-
tack.

Summer blockbusters!

In a Bottle” is the perfect summer 
jam, with a genius blend of pop, 
and The Summer Set’s signature 
sound. Hearts and hands are being 
thrown in the air. 
   The band slows things down with 
the ballad “Heart on the Floor,” 
which features Dia Frampton (yes, 
from “The Voice”). The song’s lyr-
ics go old-school TSS; Brian Dales 
sings about not leaving the bar 
until he gets a girl’s number. How-
ever, the band makes up for the 
overused lyric through beautiful 
instrumentals. 
   The Summer Set wraps up the 
album with the song “Legendary.”  
The song, from which the album 
gets its title, reminisces on child-
hood dreams, being a knight in 
shining armor, watching bad re-
runs of “How I Met Your Mother,” 
and chasing the dream of being 
legendary to somebody. 
   The Summer Set showed tre-
mendous growth in Legendary, 
lyrically and instrumentally. The 
Summer Set has redeemed them-
selves through their truly legend-
ary album. 

Robert Ortiz (drummer of Escape 
the Fate) was asked about Bell   he 
stated otherwise, “He’s amazing and 
he’s helping me grow as a person,” 
he said, “I’m used to goofing off and 
partying, and it ending up in tragedy, 
but he’s showing me that you can be 
a rational human being and still have 
fun. He’s bringing the excitement 
back to Escape the Fate.” (Reported 
in AP Magazine.)  Bell even helped 
vocalist Craig Mabbitt with the in-
spired music video for “Ungrateful.”
 You can catch Bell and Escape the 
Fate at their upcoming tour on May 
26.

TJ Bell’s rise to fame

Photo by Hailey Ottosen
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   Westminster’s lady’s soccer team 
has had a challenging season. With 
a record of zero wins, two ties and 
six losses, the Varsity team has not 
had the greatest season, but the 
team spirit, and the love for the 
game is strong, and the lady’s soc-
cer team is not giving up quite yet. 
There is no easy sport, and soccer 
is not the exception; the girls have 
had to overcome the injuries and 
the difficulty of the game. 
  Goalkeeper sophomore Qui-
ana Honeysette, is back from her 
collar bone injury that occurred 

when diving for the ball in an of-
ficial game.  The injury  had her on 
bench for three weeks. 
  These Wolves are still keeping the 
team together and setting an ex-
ample that even though they have 
losses, they still keep their heads 
up.
  JV Coach Teri Hutchinson would 
like to recognize sophomore Bri-
ana Munoz for her excellent per-
formance in practice and on the 
field. 
  Soccer is a team sport, and with-
out the great performance of all JV 
and Varsity players, Westminster’s 
lady’s soccer would not be at the 
level it is now. Congratulations on 
keeping your  heads up and show-

Girls soccer follow-up

Soccer player Briana Munoz

Photo by Jeremiah Carrillo

Samantha Nunez 
Jeremiah Carrillo
Staff Reporters

Junior Bruno Garcia
Varsity
What do you do in track?
“Hurdles.”
What is your best record?
“110 meters in 18.9 seconds.”
What motives you?
“Twinkies, twinkies motivate me.”

Junior Amanda Hanks 
Varsity 
What do you do in track?
“Sprinter.”
What is your best record?
“400 meters in 69 seconds.”

ing school spirt for Westminster 
High School. There is a long way 
to go for this 2013 season. These 
girls are good role models for our 
school, showing how to never give 
up. 

Westy track and field

Rafael Rodriguez 
Staff Reporter 
   
   The infamous “Ware injury” was 
seen nationwide and was consid-
ered the most gruesome injury in 
college basketball history. 
 According to broadcasters, net-
works were debating if the injury 
should have been shown at all due 
to children being traumatized and 
never wanting to play the sport 
again. Although injuries are com-
mon with the sport, whether big 
or small, the broadcast station had 
an obligation to show the video. In 
return, they were required to warn 
the audience before it was shown 
to the people.
  In the future, if Ware does come 
back from his injury, there will be 
questions about his durability and 

his mental state.
“When he went up to contest a 
shot and landed with nothing un-
der him, he just fell awkwardly,” 
said a Sports Center representa-
tive, “In the back of his mind ev-
ery time he has to contest a shot 
now, he might be timid about us-
ing that leg to push off, and also 
now, knowingly, the other team 
has a chance to just attack his leg. 
These kinds of things are what 
NBA scouts look at, and could in 
fact, impact his career.”
  Even though the injury was a 
huge loss, it wasn’t for his team. 
Ware inspired his teammates by 
saying, “I’m fine, just win for me.” 
Louisville won the game, and 
eventually, the tournament. 

Kevin Ware 

What motives you?
“Before I run I listen to ‘Started 
from the Bottom’ by Drake.”

Sophomore John Phung
Varsity 
What do you do in track?
“Long distance.”

Sophomore Said MorenoSophomore John Phung

What is your best record?
“800 meters in two minutes and 
24 seconds.”
What motives you?
“My boy, Said Moreno. He told 
me the quote ‘Just do it,’ so I just 
did it.”

Sophomore Said Moreno
Varsity 

What do you do in track?
“Sprinter.”
What is your best record?
“400 meters in 51.8 seconds.”
What motives you?
“The voice of my peers and their 
expectations.”
 
  
Junior Harmony Sherman
Varsity
What do you do in track?
“Thrower.”
What is your best record?
“25 feet and 9 1/4 inches.”
What motives you?
“Family, friends, and boyfriend.”

Photos by Samantha Nunez and Jermiah 
Carrilo

Hayley Lokken
Staff Reporter

Annie Piller, Team Manager 
Grade: 10
How long have you been a man-
ager for the team?
“Since about the middle of Febru-
ary.”
Why do you manage?
“My coach asked me if I would 
because she said that I am a hard 
worker.”
Do you swim?
“Yes, I do.”
What are your favorite events?
“Freestyle and Back, I can do those 
ones the fastest.”
Luis Acosta, Team Captain
Grade: 11
How long have you been swim-
ming?
“Since I was about 6.”
How long have you competed?
“Since freshman year.”
Why did you join swimming?
“I joined because I had always 
loved swimming. It is a great phys-
ical activity, and also, a great stress 

reliever”
What are your events?
“I swim the 100 fly, and I am part 
of the 200 medley relay as well as 
the 400 relay.”
Who inspires you?
“The rest of the team really in-
spires me to do my best because, as 
captain, I have to lead by example. 
They all work so hard it makes me 
want to do my best” 
Do you have any advice for some-
one who wants to start swim-
ming?
“Just try it, it’s never too late to 
learn how to swim, and it’s just a 
lot of fun.”
Isaac Rolling, Grade: 11
How long have you been swim-
ming?
“Since I was about 6.”
How long have you competed?
“For two years”
Why did you join swimming?
“Because I think that it is a great 
sport”
What are your events?
“The 100 fly and the 500 freestyle.”  
Who inspires you?
“My best friend Annie”
Do you have any advice for some-
one who wants to start swim-
ming?
“That they should join because it is 
a good work out.”

Boys swimming

Abigail Macias
Staff Reporter

   Many people may not pay atten-
tion about golf or may not know 
much about this sport, but this 
sport is one of the most challeng-
ing sports you can play. 
   Many people don’t understand 
that there are many rules and dif-
ferent unknown terms that are 
used like a bogey, birdies, par, and 
eagle. There are four different types 
of strokes: drive, approach, chip, 

and putt. Golf may also be very 
expensive to play for some people 
because clubs range in price de-
pending how good you want the 
clubs to be. There are at least six 
different clubs that are used ac-
cording to the distance there is to 
drive or putt. 
   A uniform or dress code is also 
used in this sport, and usually they 
wear polo shirts or what is called a 
“golf shirt,” slacks,  long to the knee 
shorts, or capris for women. They 
will also wear a hat or visor de-

pending on the weather. You also 
need to buy golf shoes for better 
traction on the course.
  The point of this game is to drive 
a ball into a hole with the least 
number of strokes, not to mention 
there are usually 18 or 9 holes in a 
course.
  As you may know, Westy has golf 
teams, and right now, the girls golf 
team is in action. There are only six 
girls on the team, and Coach Mike 
Williams is determined to make it 
a successful year for the girls and Continued on page 12...

Girls golf teeing off in a challenging sport
improve their swings. 
   As you may also know, this is an 
individual sport, and you need to 
be very good and challenge your-
self to improve every single time. 
Williams is proud of the girls be-
ing able to play 18 holes in horrible 
weather. Practice is very impor-
tant, so the girls hit range balls, 
practice short game, and play a few 
holes at practice. 
    There are 10 tournaments for 
the girls this year. With their rivals 
being Northglenn and Thornton, 

they are determined to beat them.
   Sophomore team member Gil-
lian Muniz had a couple things to 
say. She likes playing golf because 
it’s chill and fun, and also, because 
you don’t do much conditioning. 
Responding to what’s hard about 
golf, she said, “Getting your aim 
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   Taking things for granted, you 
have heard the words hundreds 
of times, but how often does it de-
scribe an entire month? 
   In what is said to be the most bi-
zarre NCAA Tournament in recent 
memory, we have witnessed the 
good, the bad, and ugly, to put it 
lightly. From upset after upset, the 
Cinderellas and the most unpre-
dictable, to what may turn out to 
be the story of the entire tourna-
ment in Kevin Ware and his grue-
some injury. 
   In both the men’s and women’s 
tournaments, the paper shredder 
and fireplace were a popular place 
for brackets this past March, mad-
ness indeed. However, through 
all the craziness and emotion, we 
must remember what is important 
and why athletes play the game in 
the first place. 
   We tend to take a good teammate 
for granted, and those top-seeded 
teams always take their ranking for 
granted come tournament time. 
So, take a second to remember, 
who was predicted to win it all a 
month or two ago, and who those 
teams fell to when it came to mak-
ing it happen. 
   Who thought a 15 seed, nick-
named Dunk City would go 
through Georgetown in round 
one, let alone be the first 15 seed 
to make a sweet 16 appearance? 
How about 14 seeded Harvard to 
knock off one of the best defensive 
teams in the nation, New Mexico, 
making it their first NCAA Tour-
nament win in school history?
   Apparently no one, because not a 
single bracket in the entire country 
predicted both of those events oc-
curring. Then the most unseen in 

Louisville, the lone number one 
seed left standing came to the final 
four, after they ran through Duke 
by 22, even after losing guard Kev-
in Ware to that very devastating 
injury late in the first half in their 
elite eight match up, who would 
eventually take it all in 2013 af-
ter ending the Cinderella story of 
number nine Wichita State by a 
score of 82-76. 
   Louisville, the Cardinal men 
fighting for a championship, who 
were playing to win it for a fallen 
teammate, who in the midst of lay-
ing courtside with a broken leg, 
only cared whether or not his team 
won the game. 
   Then the women, who knocked 
off the heavily favored Brittney 
Griner, and the number one seed-
ed Baylor Lady Bears in the final 
four.
   In life, and sports especially, we 
take things for granted way too 
much. Is it because star athletes 
feel invincible, or do they just have 
the thought of the worst out of 
mind? Well, as we have seen this 
March, it only takes that one bad 
game, bad shot, even bad hop, to 
meet the very ugliest, the worst of 
days.
   Championship runs fall short 
at every level, but the emotion of 
college hoops sets it at the highest 
level. Even women’s hoops, which 
is historically the most predictable 
of all sports, has had major upsets 
of its own, none more surprising 
than Baylor. The men’s side sees 
upsets all the time, but never this 
many by so many good teams. It 
is fun to watch of course, but for 
the sake of all the hair pullers that 
shut the televisions off on the tour-
nament early, you’re not alone, so 
better luck next year.
    

NCAA tournament

right, and the ball going straight.” 
She was asked what was easy about 
the sport, and she responded, “It’s 
not easy,  everything about this 
sport takes skill.” 
   She even encourages girls to join 

Girls golf continued from page 11
next year  adding, “This is a very 
fun sport! It’s challenging, but with 
practice it will become easy.” 
   Muniz’s strengths in this sport 
are her drives, but she would like 
to improve her putting as well.

Dominic Swanson
Entertainment Editor
 
   Michael Gerard Tyson, also 
known as Iron Mike Tyson was a 
worldwide heavyweight boxing 
champion. His reign lasted from 
1985-2005, and his record was a n 
impressive 50 wins and 6 losses.  
   Out of those 50 victories Iron 
Mike knocked out 44 of his oppo-
nets with no sign of mercy. He was 
considered the best heavyweight 
of his era and demolished any foe 
in his path. In his early career, Iron 
Mike went undefeated, with a re-
cord of 37-0. Beating the competi-
tion with no mercy and stripping 
them of their belts and perfect re-
cords.   

   Tyson was a unique heavyweight 
boxer for only being 5’10’’ and fac-
ing guys 6’ and taller. Boxers such 
as Tony Tucker called him the pit-
bull for the fact that he was small, 
but kept attacking with so much 
energy and power, and that the 
only way to stop Tyson was to fall 
to the floor.   
   Sadly, as Tyson grew older, the 
effects of alcohol, drugs, and the 
death of his coach, who was a fa-
ther figure for Tyson damaged 
his career.  After his upset loss to 
underdog Buster Douglas, Tyson 
went on a 13-6 record.  
   Now a member of the Boxing 
Hall of Fame, with records which 
he still holds such as the youngest 
boxer to win the WBA, WBC, and 

“Iron” Mike Tyson
IBF champion titles. The only box-
er to unite all three titles at once, 
he took number one as the heavi-
est hitting boxer  in the league, and 
lastly, holds the record of highest 
knock outs.     
   Even to this day, Tyson still pro-
motes and sees every boxing match 
possible. Today’s boxers such as 
Floyd Mayweather, Victor Ortiz, 
and Miguel Cotto, and many more, 
respect Tyson on his impact on the 
boxing world, how his uniqueness 
inspired them to try new strategies 
as he once did. Even though Tyson 
is no longer on the boxing posters, 
and no longer standing on the box-
ing mat, his legendary career and 
records will live on throughout the 
boxing world forever. 

Gisselle Burgos
Staff Reporter

  Westminster’s cheer team for the 
2013-2014 school year is full of 
spirit and excitement! 
   There are 15 seniors this year on 
the team, said Coach Erin Giebler.  
Having several seniors is a good 
thing because they will help keep 
the team mature, but on the down-
side, once next school year is over, 
they will be losing a lot of cheer-
leaders.
   Freshman Tanaya Takahaki said, 
“I was nervous for tryouts, but I 
am really excited for the next year 
already.” 
   Giebler is excited since this is 
going to be her first year as head 
coach. She’s very happy that the 
team is co-ed again this year.  Stu-
dents are looking forward to what 
the new cheer team will bring to 
the upcoming year.  
   Freshman Miguel Avila said, 
“Tryouts were pretty easy. It was 
kind of hard getting past the fact 
that I’m a guy and most stereotypi-
cal things about cheerleading say 
that it’s only for girls. So, I wanted 
to break that stereotype, and prove 
that it is both for girls and guys. 
So, I tried out, and now I am really 

excited!”
   Fellow new cheerleader, sopho-
more Starr Palmer said, “I’m re-
ally excited, I like dancing and 
cheerleading, and I’m just ready to 
start!”
   Tryouts were very competitive, 
and the following athletes should 
be congratulated for making the 
team.
The 2013-2014 Cheer Team: 
-Faith Angel
-Kathleen Atphasouk
-Miguel Avila
-Karina Barraza
-Arianna Collins
-Maurine Davenport
-Isabel Espinoza
-Erika Gallegos
-Michael Garcia
-Renee Kwiatowski
-Alysha Love
-Stephanie Martin
-Amber Martinez
-Makayla Martinez
-Annabelle Means
-Lisa Muff
-Vanessa Murphy
-Starr Palmer
-Janiea Ruscio 
-Priscilla Sayopha
-Lea Shoengarth
-Tanaya Takahashi
-Minnie Talarico
-Lexie Thammavongsa
-Sarah Whittlesey

2013-2014 Westy cheerleading

NewComerS: New cheerlead-
ers Tanaya Takahashi (bottom) 
and Starr Palmer (top).

CoaChiNG: Cheer coach Erin 
Giebler

CO-ED: New male cheerleader 
Miguel Avila.

Photos by Gisselle Burgos

 Smaly Chham
News Editor 

   Westy’s boys baseball team is 
breaking out of the winter into the 
spring, preparing for their final 
games. Some of the team members 
have their own opinions on how 
the team is doing. 

The questions that were asked:
1: How is the baseball team doing 
this year? 
2: What do you like about this 
sport? 
3: What is the position you play? 
4: How are you doing this year as 
an individual? 
5: How do you feel when you play 
baseball?

   angelo armijo, Junior, #1 
1: “We are still a young team, even 
with three seniors, but we are still 
gelling as a team.”

Leo Degenstein, Senior, #15
4: “I feel like I’m doing good.  I ad-
mit I have some errors myself, but 
personally, I’m doing the best I can 
to help the team as a whole.”

Tyler Bredl, Junior, #3
5: “When I’m on the field, I feel like 
I need to make a play.”

Jason Kaczor, Junior, #13
2: “The thing I like about baseball 
is the mental and physical aspect; 
you need to be very good at both 
in order to succeed.”

Baseball: Westminster High School
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